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Take a transplanted New Yorker and a San Antonio girl, put
them in a coed dorm at the University of Texas-Austin in
the mid-'80s, and you have romance and the makings of a
terrific El Paso real estate team: Barry and Tammy Karch
of Prudential BKB, REALTORS",

Although he comes from a well-known El Paso real estate family,
Barry had planned a career in medicine when he started college.
Tammy, who majored in audiology, had no thought of either real
estate or living in El Paso. But things change. Barry, a top student in
college and number one in his class at Coronado High School,
found he couldn’t stand the sight of blood, so opted for a
Bachelor’s degree in Marketing and a Master’s in Real Estate. Tammy
found she was willing to move to El Paso to begin a new career she
could share with her husband, so obtained her license in 1987.
Both choices proved to be fortuitous, not only for the Karches but
also for El Paso.

“The business was very different 20 years ago,” Barry emphasized.
“For one thing, UT-Austin no longer offers degrees in real estate.
Although an academic environment helped my thinking skills and
my ability to analyze data, it was my father and the daily experience
in the field that taught me the business” Barry currently teaches
adult education courses in real estate through the Continuing
Education Department at UTEP.
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He explained how his parents, Bob and Brenda Karch,
started the company formerly known as BKB
Properties.“When I was 13, my parents moved to Texas
to escape the weather in Syracuse. My dad was Sales
Manager for Helen of Troy. He began buying investment
broker/agents properties, selling them to other investors but

continuing to manage them. Property management is a
very difficult business. When Tammy and I joined the
business, we went into residential sales.”

“BKB Properties was on the East side at that time, so I learned
that side of town.” In the late 1980s they added a West side
office. Although Barry lives and works primarily on the West
side now, he also sells a lot of properties in the East and
Northeast.“I lost my dad 3 vears ago, but my mom continues to
sell real estate,” he said. His brother Brian is Owner/Broker of
Prudential BKB. "I didn’t want the headaches of ownership,”
Barry admitted.“I prefer the freedom of handling my own sales
business, and I enjoy being out in the field helping buyers and
sellers. Brian, however, enjoys running the office, so it’s a good
fit for both of us.” His sister Karen works in New York as a
jewelry designer.

“Another difference in the business then,” Tammy said,“was that
there were no PCs, cell phones, or fax machines. Barry took a
computer-programming course at UT-Austin with room-sized
computers and keypunch cards. We learned to use the PC like
everyone else did—by trial and error”
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